JOHN   EVELYN
Court from the pen of Roger North, brother of Sir
Francis, who describes the Lord Keeper's visit:
"His lordship was once invited to a philosophical
meal at the house of Mr. Evelyn, at Deptford. The
house was low, but most elegantly set off with
ornaments and quaint mottoes at most turns, but
above all his garden was exquisite being most
boscurcsquc and, as it were, an exemplar of his
book on forest trees. They appeared all so thriving
and clean, that, in so much variety, no one could be
satiated in viewing, and to these were added plenty
of ingenious discourses which made time short."
Many more interesting acquaintances and friends
might be added with Evelyn's comments upon them:
Colonel Morlcy, whom Evelyn pressed in vain to
anticipate Monk and come out for the King; Sir
Kenelm Digby, <ca teller of strange things"; the young
Duchess of Grallon, "full of virtue and sweetness";
Elias Ashinolc, the celebrated antiquary and collector;
Wenceslaus Hollar, the eminent engraver, and a host
of others. Unquestionably Evelyn was very sociable,
and gathered and gave news and information most
of the days of his life.